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so that three of the largest capital ships can be docked at the
same time. Judging by the proportion of British docks to
ships during the Great War, this figure indicates an intention
to base most of the present British Fleet on Singapore. That
being so, the British Government's statement that the base
is required solely for the protection of trade routes is an
empty excuse.
Debate in Parliament.
Anyone who reads the debates in Parliament with the
above in mind will see that I am correct.
Commander Eyres-Monsell, Civil Lord of the Admiralty,
said that the functions of the Navy were not confined to
guarding the coasts of England. Indeed, that was not its
function at all. Its real function was to ensure the safety of
British overseas trade and to protect British Possessions in
the Seven Seas. They now maintained a one-power standard
Navy only, and the Fleet could no longer be divided as it
was before the War. It must be kept in readiness to proceed
to any part of the world where it might be required. The
trade route to the Far East was, for example, of very great
importance, and until adequate provision had been made
for its protection, the safety of the Empire could not be
guaranteed and British interests could not be afforded the
protection they required. . . . The Government asked for
money to enlarge the base at Singapore and to make it
capable of accommodating the latest and largest capital
ships. It was in vain to concentrate the Fleet without a
suitable base.
Defences of a kind had existed at Singapore since 1882,
and the Government now proposed to bring them and the
whole base up to date. The proposal had been accepted
by the Conference on Imperial Defence in 1921, whose
members had given it their warm support. The last and the
present Cabinets, as well as the Overseas Dominions, had
approved it. It was all the more necessary since it had been
agreed at the Washington Conference not to develop
Hongkong. The total expenditure of £9,500,000 would be
spread over a period of ten years, and it was hoped that the
Overseas Dominions, who were deeply concerned, would
contribute of their own accord.
Mr. Amery, the First Lord, said that the real object

